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About TDH CanaDa 
TDH Canada, member of Terre des Hommes International Federation, 
with its head office located in Geneva, Switzerland, is a registered 
charitable organization focused on the needs of children worldwide 
that have been abandoned and endure disadvantaged lives. 

The mission of TDH Canada is to relieve the child in need 
and to empower the community to sustain the growth of 
the child abroad and at home as the individual situation 
requires. We promote policies that champion the rights 
of the child and carry out projects that tangibly benefit 
children through direct humanitarian aid (projects in 
El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, and Vietnam and soon in 
Ukraine and Madagascar). We also help children with 
our international adoption program through our Quebec 
charitable organization TDH pour les enfants and our 
Ontario non-profit organization TDH Ontario.

In all its projects and interventions, the organization will 
respect its charter which was inspired by the silent call to the 
whole world from millions of suffering or dying children.

As long as even one helpless child lies exposed to hunger 
or harm, sickness or sorrow, and in whatever place, Terre 
des Hommes, born with these very aims in mind, will 
pledge its energies to this child’s rescue, as early and as 
fully as possible.

Standing aside from any sectarian interest or activity, be it 
political, religious or racial, moved out of a sense of justice and 
not of condescension, working simply as one human being to 
another, with as close an approach to complete anonymity as 
possible, Terre des Hommes is made up of unpaid volunteers 
who face up to one sole common aim: to help the child.
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TDH FAmily
Although TDH is a member of the Terre des Hommes 
International Federation, each member of Terre des 
hommes works independently. The family of TDH in Canada 
consists of three separate organizations : TDH Canada, 
TDH pour les enfants in Quebec and TDH Ontario.

TDH pour les enfants is a charitable organization registered 
in Quebec facilitating international adoption for Quebec 
residents. The organization has worked in international 
adoption in Quebec since 1990 and is approved by the 
Minister of Health and Social services of Quebec to 
act in several countries : Honduras, Moldova, Vietnam, 
Ukraine and Russia. Since the beginning of its activities in 
international adoption, the organization has effected more 
than 1500 adoptions. Its most active program is in Vietnam, 
where TDH works with 7 orphanages in the provinces of 
Vung Tau, Tra Vinh, Hoa Binh, Quang Ninh and Ben Tre. 
Since the reopening of adoptions in this country in 2006, 
more than 100 children were adopted.

TDH Ontario is a non-profit provincially incorporated 
organization, which facilitates international adoption 
for the residents of Ontario and other provinces (except 
Quebec). It is licensed by the Ontario Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services to work in Vietnam and in Ukraine. 
Since the beginning of its activities in adoption in 2006, 
TDH Ontario has done more than 100 adoptions.
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History
The Terre des Hommes movement was founded in 1960 
in Lausanne (Switzerland) by Edmond Kaiser, who was 
greatly concerned by the needs of the children wounded 
and left abandoned during the Algerian war. Following his 
initiative, other groups of Terre des Hommes were created 
in various countries, including eventually TDH Canada. 
In 1966, they were grouped to form the International 
Federation of Terre Des Hommes (IFTDH). Today, the 
Federation includes 11 national members which help 
children in more than 70 countries and who are implicated 
in more than 1080 development and humanitarian aid 
projects. In addition to this mission, TDH has recently 
concentrated its efforts on the Rights of the Child, for 
which it is now recognized internationally.

TDH Canada was founded in 1967 by Raymond Lette at 
the request of a friend of Edmund Kaiser, Charlotte Spire. 
Without the support of any organization, Mrs. Spire had 
begun her efforts on behalf of children well before 1967. 
The first projects of TDH Canada were to come to the 
assistance of the child victims of the war in Vietnam, 
which continued until the return of Mrs. Spire to Lausanne 
in 1974. That year, the responsibility for TDH Canada was 
accepted by Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh who brought 
the fledgling group to its present status as a Canadian 
charity. Also at this time, acknowledging the hundreds of 
children fathered by American soldiers who had no place 
in Vietnamese society and were filling the orphanages, 
TDH began its first program of international adoption, the 
first in Canada, to find homes for these children.

Also at that time, TDH Canada became involved in the assistance 
offered to the victims of hurricane Fifi which had just struck 
in Honduras, leaving behind many orphans. CBC Television 
mentioned these orphans in a report and referred couples 
interested in opening their homes to these children to TDH 
Canada. Brendan and Dorinda collected more than 400 names 
of interested couples, and made the trip to Honduras to see 
for themselves the disaster left by this hurricane. Two months 
later, 4 children arrived in Quebec and it was the beginning of 
the international adoption program in this country.

In addition, after the war in Vietnam, TDH Canada worked 
with Immigration Canada and the United Nations to repatriate 
in Canada as “unaccompanied minors” the children in 
refugee camps in Thailand, Hong Kong, Malaysia and in the 
Philippines. Because of the urgency of the situation the 
assistance brought was very unprepared and chaotic. These 
surviving children of “boat people” had been separated from 
their parents, whose whereabouts were often unknown, and 
the majority of them were traumatized by the events of the 
previous years. All these efforts made it possible for more 
than 300 children to be placed in families in Quebec.  (see more 

explanation on the next page)

Until 1980, TDH Canada dealt with all the stages of the process 
of adoption and worked in several countries like Guatemala, 
Haiti, Philippines, Ecuador, Chile and Peru. After 1980, the 
Ministry for Health and Social services set up the Secretariat 
at the International Adoption (SAI) which took again several 
of the responsibilities in international adoption.  In 1989, when 
the SAI decided that the organizations were to be implicated 
more in the process of adoption, TDH for the children was 
created and registered at the provincial level. The new charity 
organization had now the clear mandate of the SAI to work in 
international adoption for the parents of Quebec. Since this 
time, TDH Canada continued its mandate of humanitarian 
aid to relieve the children in the need abroad and to help the 
community to support the development of these children.
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FundrAising Activities:
TDH Canada has very few administration expenses, the 
great majority of donations collected through the various 
campaigns going directly to projects and thus directly 
to the children in most need. In addition to receiving 
individual and corporate donations, as well as donations 
from other concerned organizations and churches, TDH 
Canada has set up some effective financing campaigns. 
Here a description of some of these campaigns:

THE GOLF TOURNAMENT AT LES QUATRE 
DOMAINES IN MIRABEL
On September 24, 2008, at Les Quatre Domaines 
Golf Club at Mirabel, the first edition of the TDH Golf 
Tournament was held to bring help to a specific 
orphanage in Vietnam. Thanks to the participation of 
our sponsors and donors, the tournament was able to 
raise more than $ 13,000. 

THE DRAGONFLY CAMPAIGN
The dragonfly is the symbol of change and renewal 
after great hardship. The dragonfly campaign raises 
money for the forgotten orphans of Vietnam. As an 
encouragement and a symbol of donations, for each $5 
given TDH offers a small bamboo dragonfly, handmade 
in Vietnam. As there is no administrative cost related 
to this $5 donation, the totality of the money collected 
goes to help the children. For example, a donation of $5 
will buy 50 bowls of rice, milk for a child for three days, 
scabies treatment for two children, medication for AIDS 
or pneumonia for a child, school supplies for a month, 
food for a week for one of the street children, or a day 
of hospitalization for a sick child

EVERY DAY IN EVERY WAY CAMPAIGN
The Every Day in Every Way Campaign is the most recent 
fund-raising campaign of TDH Canada. The program of 
monthly donations promoted by this effort assures a 
reliable source of financing and aids in the planning of 
projects. One-time donations are also encouraged. 

A pamphlet of the Canadian Council for refugees describes these 
events as follows:

THE PRIVATE SPONSORSHIP MOVEMENT 

In early 1979, the plight of the « boat people » filled newspapers and 
television screens. Day after day, a compelling story was told of 
refugees searching for safety against incredible odds. This unfolding 
drama touched the Canadian public directly. Many who volunteered as 
private sponsors remember watching the televised reports in their living 
rooms with tears in their eyes, feeling that they must do something to 
help. As one organizer recalls, « There was all this compassion building 
up and people just didn’t know what to do with it. » 

The government, for its part, had so far charted a fairly modest 
course, resettling about 9,000 Indochinese refugees between 1975 
and 1978. As the international community began to respond to the 
huge increase in the number of refugees in 1978 and 1979, however, 
immigration officials looked to the newly created private sponsorship 
program to bolster the country’s commitment. 

The program allowed approved organizations or groups of at 
least five individuals to sponsor refugees by providing them with 
administrative, financial, and personal support during their first year 
in Canada. Having set the program in motion, the government soon 
found itself responding to — indeed, trying to keep pace with — an 
explosion of sponsorship commitments from across the country. 
The recently created Private Sponsorship Program quickly became 
a household term. 

Such generosity was a direct result of the volunteer work of people 
all over Canada. Most were completely new to refugee resettlement. 
Dozens of organizations came into being to help co-ordinate this flood 
of goodwill, many of which remain active to this day. This period also 
saw the rapid formation of a partnership between the government 
and the public that has been called « a golden age in Canadian refugee 
policy, the highlight of leadership and the highlight of dedication. » 

SPECIAL NEEDS REFUGEES 

While Canada focused on resettling large numbers (generally selecting 
the young, independent and healthy), a few refugees with special 
needs were admitted to Canada. 388 unaccompanied minors were 
resettled in 1979-1980.Some refugees had physical handicaps or 
required treatment for tuberculosis. A few refugees were identified as 
having serious emotional or psychological problems, often as a result 
of their refugee experiences. These refugees were resettled through 
the Joint Assistance Program, which combined financial support from 
the government with emotional support from a sponsorship group. 
The program continues to this day, offering special needs refugees a 
durable solution. 
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our teAm
DR. BRENDAN CAVANAUGH, PH.D, Secretary General
Brendan is the co-founder of TDH Canada, with his wife, Dorinda, 
and serves as its volunteer Secretary General, after having retired 
from university teaching and a private practice in psychotherapy. In 
addition to maintaining an overview of TDH Canada and its associated 
organizations, he maintains a particular focus on the organization’s 
international aid projects for children. He represents TDH Canada 
internationally, such as in Geneva at the Terre des Hommes International 
Federation, in New York at the United Nations, and in Ottawa at the 
various national bodies to which TDH Canada belongs, such as the 
Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children.

DORINDA CAVANAUGH, Director
Dorinda is the co-founder, with her husband Brendan, of TDH Canada, 
and the focus of her work since 1972 has been international adoption. 
She is a child psychologist by training, and has been acknowledged for 
her humanitarian service to children, including an Alumni Achievement 
Award from the Catholic University of America, in Washington, DC in 
2008. Dorinda believes that every individual child is important. Under 
her leadership TDH Canada has developed a reputation for caring 
response to children that goes considerably beyond the professional 
organizational activity.

JOSE WILFREDO GARCIA, Comptroller
Jose has been the Controller for TDH Canada since 1990. Jose 
collaborates with Brendan in managing the financial aspect of 
international aid projects and with Dorinda in managing the financial 
aspects of international adoption cases. He brings to this work a 
concrete awareness of the problems of the Third World from his 
personal experiences in his native Salvador. 

EMI SVETLITzA, Administrative Assistant 
Emilce works at TDH as an Administrative Assistant as of 2008. Born 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, she brings to TDH her experience as a 
corporate financial administrator. She collaborates with Brendan in 
project management and with Dorinda in international adoption case 
management. She is also responsible of TDH pour les enfants’ adoption 
program in Honduras.

HéLèNE PARISIEN, Assistant to the Secretary General
Hélène brings to TDH Canada a considerable board 
experience, having sat as president of a hospital board 
for many years. She assists Brendan in representations 
of the organization at the national and international 
level. Hélène also works as administrative assistant for 
TDH Ontario.

ANNIE CORMIER, Campaign Manager
Annie joined the organization in 2007. She has been 
responsible for the different financing campaigns in 
Quebec, as for example the TDH Golf Tournament. Annie 
is also responsible for special projects for TDH pour les 
enfants (the website, organization of parties for adopted 
children, coordination of volunteers, etc.). 

OSCAR RAMIREz, Director of the FANIA School, 
Honduras
Oscar is a native of Nueva Suyapa, near Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. He worked at TDH’s project FANIA as a 
sixth grade teacher from 1996 to 2007 when he became 
Principal of the FANIA School. Tierra de hombres en 
Honduras is an entirely volunteer organization, and Oscar 
has often volunteered to respond to its administrative 
and representative needs, and it has been Oscar’s 
particular concern to attempt to provide a daily program 
of moral education for the children at FANIA. He is also 
our contact in the country for TDH’s projects in Central 
America.

TRAN BICH Thuy, Vietnam
Tran Bich Thuy was born in Hanoi and is the head of 
TDH Vietnam. She has worked as a representative of 
the organization since 1997. She is occupied with our 
relationships with the government of Vietnam, the 
provinces, the various humanitarian projects and the 
orphanages we relate to. 



Projects
Over the years, TDH Canada has established malnutrition 
clinics, day care centers, primary schools, and community 
centers. In collaboration with TDH pour les enfants and TDH 
Ontario, the organization has also put into place a program of 
sponsorships and scholarships for the children in Vietnam, 
has built a vocational training center, and has participated in 
the construction of orphanages. TDH Canada also responds 
with disaster relief in the reconstruction and repair of 
orphanages and aid to the victims of such disasters.

During the course of the year 2008, the family of TDH 
(TDH Canada, TDH pour les enfants, and TDH Ontario) has 
responded to the needs of about 1550 children thanks to a 
number of projects which are listed and described below. 
The total amount contributed by TDH in 2008 totalled 

$ 197,005 US, approximately $ 240,965 CAD, or about 
$ 155 per child for the year 2008. 

EL SALVADOR: Fundacion Fundeliddi El Salvador 
In this project, TDH works with Fundacion Fundeliddi El 
Salvador, a local group of war-wounded and handicapped 
ex-soldiers, whose income is so low that they cannot 
buy their children school supplies. This year TDH bought 
115 individual school supply kits, valued at $ 1,370 US, and 
handed them directly to the children and their parents.

HONDURAS: FANIA, Sister Mary Leonard School
Since 2006, TDH has gradually moved this project from 
one in which we were totally responsible for all aspects 
of it, to one where we were active partners, to its present 
position where we supervise the running of the school 
by its own stakeholders. With a sense of hope TDH has 
been able to sign over the responsibility for the Sister Mary 
Leonard School to the Principal, Oscar Ramirez, and his 
teachers who now have a stake in its success. Aiming 
at achieving self-sustainability is not easy in a context of 
absolute poverty. This year TDH supported FANIA 60 %, 
with an amount of $ 55,000 US, thus helping 500 students
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VIETNAM : Sponsorship program
Through our knowledge of the province of Quang Ninh, where 
we have worked since 1993, and of Vung Tau, where we have 
worked since 1997, we are supporting orphaned children in 
the community as well as children in the orphanage of Vung 
Tau who are not adoptable and require special assistance (e.g. 
children who are HIV positive). This project, which is now in 
its 5th year, has sponsored 20 children for a total amount of 
$6,000 US in 2008. 

VIETNAM : Scholarships University of Hanoi and other post-
secondary schools
This project, supervised by Thuy, came to be through the 
initiative of Mme Hoi, the previous Vietnamese Ambassador 
to Canada, who asked TDH to find money to support some 
of the poorest university students in Vietnam selected by 
the newspaper Tuoi Tre. The project is in its 4th year and 
is supporting the university education of 12 very poor 
Vietnamese students for a total annual amount of $ 8,635 US. 
Kien, for example, is nearing the completion of his studies 
in IT (Robotic Design) at the University of Hanoi. TDH has 
underwritten his education for 3 years and will continue until 
he has his degree.

VIETNAM : Water Buffalo Project in Hoa Binh province
A water buffalo can lead a poor family out of poverty and give 
them a chance for a brighter future filled with hope and free 
from hunger. The animal provides draft power for planting rice 
and potatoes, milk for protein, and manure for fertilizer and fuel. 
A family can plant four times more rice with a water buffalo 
than by hand. The animal can haul heavy loads to market, where 
the sale of extra produce brings needed income for clothing, 
medicine, and school. TDH is proud to be associated with this 
project, administered by the provincial authorities and local 
People’s Committees of Hoa Binh province. The family initially 
receives the water buffalo as a loan. The family must show that 
it is caring for the animal and not sell it or kill it for meat. Once 
the water buffalo is two years old it belongs to the family, but 
the first calf borne to the water buffalo must be given to another 
family in need (under the same conditions). Then any future 
calves may be kept by the family or sold. 



This is an excellent program because it self-perpetuates (a 
previous pilot project in Quang Ning province 10 years ago 
has resulted in 27 water buffalos sired by this first buffalo 
and her offspring, a stupendous feat of multiplying effect 
for any project.). It is also well supervised locally. The 
cost of a water buffalo is approximately $ 500, depending 
on its age and sex. This year, TDH has purchased 12 water 
buffalos for a total amount of $ 6,000 US, thus aiding about 
50 children and their families. The experience with this 
project shows that every buffalo will engender 25 others, 
an amazing long term benefit.

VIETNAM: Improvements to the orphanage of Hoa Binh 
province
The province of Hoa Binh asked TDH to help with 
improvements to the medical and social infrastructure of the 
orphanage, which provides service to children and elderly 
people without family support. There are approximately 
150 residents at the center, but it offers as well services to the 
community. $50,000 US was given this year, representing a 
commitment of $ 250,000 over a five-year period. 

VIETNAM: Vinh Son Orphanage, Kontum province
TDH supports sustainable development. The Catholic 
sisters who direct this set of 5 orphanages also believe 
in self-sufficiency. They have put into place numbers 
of projects – micro-enterprise weaving, plantations of 
coffee, bananas, and rubber for local sale, farming of rice, 
fruits, and vegetables to sustain the children. TDH helps 
to furnish the materials to maintain these projects, and at 
the same time offers financial and material support to the 
500 children cared for by the sisters. During the course of 
a visit to the province of Kontum, TDH learned of the needs 
of the children in these orphanages and the magnitude of 
the daily work undertaken by the sisters to sustain these 
children until they reach adulthood. TDH started to offer 
a general support for certain fundamental needs and is 
looking to establish a program of support in collaboration 
with other agencies. TDH would like to continue its aid 
to the children of Kontum. In 2008, donations totalling 
$ 13,000 US were given to the five orphanages.

VIETNAM: Center for Child Protection of Vung Tau 
The Director of this orphanage, Mme Le Trang Dai, is 
considered an excellent administrator, who knows the 
needs of the children in her care and devotes all her 
energies to creatively responding to the children’s well-
being. At her request, TDH has contributed $ 22,000 to 
the construction of a new center in Long Hai, which will 
care for about 75 children in this region. The inauguration 
of this center took place in December 2008. 

VIETNAM: Center for Assistance and Professional 
Formation of Vung Tau
The children of this orphanage have evident and serious 
basic needs. On becoming aware of the poor state of the 
orphanage and the desperate state of its children, TDH has 
sent a contribution of $ 20,000 US aimed at responding to 
some of the most essential needs of the 100 children who 
live here. We have recently learned that the Director of 
the orphanage described above will take on the role of 
Director of this Center, which will be integrated into the 
first center, a move that will greatly improve the conditions 
of the children in this center. TDH will certainly continue 
to support the future projects of Mme Trang Dai, who has 
at heart the welfare of these orphans.

VIETNAM: Center for the protection of Orphans and 
Handicapped children of Vung Tau 
This third orphanage in the same province testifies to the 
need for child support. TDH has responded to a request 
for aid for the general support of this orphanage with 
$ 15,000 US for the general support of the 45 children 
who live here, particularly those who are handicapped. 
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